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“Attention
passengers. We
are delayed
m o m e n t a r i l y
due to [blank] at
[blank].”  If
readers had a
dollar for every
time we heard
that announcement on a New York City
subway, well… we’d never have to ride
one again. Our morning commute often
seems a Dantean vision of hell. Feeling
punished for our sins in a former life,
we endure rats, litter, deranged people
and a host of other injustices on our way
to make a living. 

Our sprawling transit system has the
worst on-time performance of any major
subway in the world. The signal system,
installed around the time Babe Ruth was
in Yankee pinstripes, is so antiquated
workers do not know exactly where
trains are and keep them a safe distance
apart to avoid accidents. With solutions
to the problem harder to find than a sub-
way car not covered in scratchitti, it
makes many of us long for life in Japan.

Those fortunate enough to have expe-
rienced the subways in Tokyo recall
impeccably uniformed staff, spotless
cars, audible announcements, warm
cushioned seats so comfortable you
would fall asleep and miss your stop,
and most of all, punctuality. Although
riders occasionally encounter a drunken
salaryman and have to keep an eye out
for chikan, even in cars packed like sar-
dines during rush hour Japanese com-
muters are generally polite and courte-
ous. 

For a person who has been a subway
commuter in both cities, there is little
consolation in a New York City subter-
ranean misadventure. With so many
people complaining about their jobs
these days, however, perhaps the best
advice is to just enjoy the delay.
(Dan McDonald is a newspaper colum-
nist, editor and Japanese translator.
Interested readers can contact him at
dan9605@hotmail.com)
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Kumiko Yoshii, President of
Gorgeous Entertainment, was awarded
“The Michael Mendelson Award for
Outstanding Commitment to Theater”
for her excellent personal contribution
from The New Group.  

This year, Chloë Sevigny, an
actress and fashion designer, and
Kumiko Yoshii were awarded. Yoshii
is the first Japanese recipient to win
this award.

The award ceremony was held at
Tribeca Rooftop as part of an annual
dinner party on March 12.
Ambassador Reiichiro Takahashi from
the Consul General of Japan in New
York and more than 300 people cele-
brated at the event.

During the award ceremony,
Broadway’s Harold Prince sent a video
message, and Chairman John Gore and
Scott Elliott, an artistic director of the
group, applauded Yoshii's contribu-
tion.

Yoshii has served as a director of
The New Group since 2008. (Ryoichi
Miura/Translated by Yoshiko
Takahashi)
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A lecture on the Theory of Yin
and Yang and the Five Elements,
known as the old Chinese theory
which national leaders traditionally
learned as the art of kingcraft, was
held at the Japanese American
Association of New York on March
19, where around fifty Japanese
attended.

Having obtained attendees’ dates of
birth in advance, lecturer Yumiko
Shido introduced the formula where
each person’s fortune is determined by
their behavior in certain situations
thrust upon them by the fate they were
born with. Yumiko also explained
mental attitudes at work for success.
While taking notes, attendees listened
attentively to Yumiko’s lecture about
Tenchusatsu theory, a four-pillar theo-
ry of astrology where auspicious and
inauspicious situations fluctuate.
(Ryoichi Miura/Translated by Atushi
Hashimoto)
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related to one’s fortune at the lecture.

The Noh Society (led by President
Setsuko Bouteille and headquartered
in New York) hosted a lecture and
performance titled, “The Sound of
Breathing” at the Baruch Performing
Arts Center on March 10. The 16th
Master of the Okura School of
Kotsuzumi (small hand-drum) Genjiro
Okura, who was designated a Living
National Treasure last year, was fea-
tured together with Noh actors
Kiyonari Shimizu and Nobuyuki
Kizuki of the Kanze School.

The audience was invited to use
their hands to simulate the drumming
posture and rhythm, as well as to raise
their voices when chanting Noh lyrics.

Such audience participation, together
with the performances, provided an
enjoyable exploration of the role of
music and sound in the world of Noh.
This event received support from The
Tokyo Club. (Kaoru Komi/Photo by
Jacques de Melo/Translated by Janet
Abraham)
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●Focusing historical issue from the overseas point of view chapter 7

When we talk about comfort women, we
have to refer to Seiji Yoshida. He published
his book My War Crimes in 1983 and became
a sensation. This book tells a story that when
he received an order from the Western
Military Command during the wartime of
May 1943, he took several subordinates to
Cheju Island of Korea and abducted 205
young women. In other words, a team of
Japanese military was sent to an area outside
of its command area, and hunted young
women by threatening with wooden swords,
and sent them by trucks to central China
where Japanese military troops were station-
ing. His descriptions on the locations where
the team gathered young women were very
precise. For example, he wrote they hunted 16
young women at a button factory in a certain
town.

This book had been publicized widely by
Asahi Newspaper. If this news were issued
earlier in the postwar years, some of those
who knew the comfort women issues well
might have protested Asahi Newspaper as
fake news to a possible result that the author
confessed it was a novel. But, at that time,
nobody challenged Asahi Newspaper. It might

have been as a result of the authority that
Asahi Newspaper had acquired over the years.

However, there were several who doubted
the contents of the book. First, some of the
residents in Cheju Island raised questions.
This book was translated into Korean and
published in 1989. Immediately after its publi-
cation, local news reporter, Ms. Heo Young-
seon visited the factory and fishing villages
where Yoshida wrote he abducted young
women without obtaining confirmation.
Historian Ikuhiko Hata (Professor at Nihon
University at that time), having concern about
the credibility of Yoshida’s book, visited
Cheju Island in 1992. He visited the places
where Yoshida claimed he picked up a certain
number of young women without getting any
confirmation. He confirmed an aged person
had said before, “In this village of having only
250 homes, if 15 women were abducted, it
must have been a very tragic event, and every-
body would still remember such an incident.”
He reported his findings that the book was not
based on fact in the June 1992 issue of Seiron.

Nonetheless, Asahi Newspaper kept report-
ing the women hunting by Yoshida as histori-
cal records. Since the second half of 1991

when the issue of comfort women became a
hot topic, Asahi Newspaper reported four
times in one year on Yoshida’s women hunt-
ing trip to Cheju Island. 

Furthermore, Asahi Newspaper reported on
its front page of the morning issue of January
11, 1992 the direct involvement of the
Japanese military with comfort women. The
article reported with an explanation by
Professor Yoshimi Yoshiaki of Chuo
University that a public document was discov-
ered in the Archives of the Ministry of
Defense which proved that the military was
supervising and controlling the recruitment of
comfort women and the installation of com-
fort stations. This story was made public
immediately before the planned departure of
Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa to South
Korea on January 16th. However, the role of
the military in such supervision and regulation
had been known before and was not news at
that time. Nonetheless, the Prime Minister and
his supporting staff were stunned as they did
not know the details and did not have  experi-
ence in the war. They struggled in finding
appropriate responses. As a result, then-Prime
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa repeated “apolo-

gies” in his talk with his counterpart and in his
talk to the South Korean Parliament, and
promised “truth-finding” upon his return. It
was reported that Miyazawa expressed
"apologies and remorse" eight times during
the talk with President Roh Tae-woo. 

Since then, Japan undertook research on
comfort women and could not find any sup-
port to the assertion of coercive recruitment.
The stories told by Yoshida have been recog-
nized as fiction. Especially during the year of
2014 in which the issue of comfort women
became a hit issue, Asahi Newspaper, upon
serious internal debates, had to make a public
announcement on their errors. On the front
pages of the morning issues of August 5th
and 6th Asahi Newspaper announced that
their 16 articles on Seiji Yoshida in the past
were in errors. Indeed, it was 32 years after its
first reporting on Yoshida in 1982. However,
in its English language edition, Asahi
Newspaper has not made full disclosure of
their mistakes. 

Koichi Mera, Ph. D.
President, GAHT-US Corporation

Japan Defamed by Seiji Yoshida and Asahi Newspaper 


